
Yellowstone Presbytery Currents – December, 2014 

Yellowstone Presbytery Website – www/yellowstonepcusa.org 

For Reflection – 

Do you ever find yourself hungering for more of God?  Yearning to know God’s love for you? 
Gregory of Nyssa (333-395 CE), one of the great thinkers of Christian History (and sometimes called 
the “Doctor of Desire”) would say that yearning for God, Who is infinite, will be our life-long thirst and 
never completely satisfied, even in heaven. But that we yearn in love for God indicates we already are 
in a love relationship with God.  People in love, who are absent from each other, yearn to be together.  
Thus, we are already in that love relationship with God for which we yearn.  How does this thought 
encourage you? Confuse you? Comfort you?  – G. Goodrich. 

Presbytery  Calendar 

December, 2014 

Dec. 7 – PresbyCats (FPC-Bozeman/YP College Student Ministry) Christmas Party at the Goodrich's following 
morning worship at FPC-Bozeman. Dan Krebill is the contact person – dan@fpcbozeman.org. 

Dec. 11 – Miles City Pastors Cluster at 10 AM in Miles City, I believe, but check with Neva Rathbun, our contact 
person at neva@midrivers.com. 

Dec. 14 – George will be preaching and leading worship and meeting with the leadership of the FPC of Terry. 

Dec. 12 – Billings Sibs Pastor Cluster at 10 AM at St. Andrew Presbyterian in Billings.  George Goodrich is the 
contact person for this cluster, ghgoodrich@aol.com. 

Dec. 18 – Butte Pastor Cluster meets at 10 AM at First Presbyterian, Butte.  Rusty Craig is the contact person, 
rcraig@in-tch.com. 

Dec. 21 – George will be sharing a homily and leading worship at the Jordan Church. 

January, 2015 

Jan. 9 – White Sulphur Springs Pastor Cluster meets at 10 AM at the Home of Kathy and George Goodrich in 
Bozeman. Debbie Funke is the contact person for this cluster, funkepastor@yahoo.com. 

Jan. 11 – The Installation of Rev J. P. Carlson as the pastor of the FPC- Anaconda at 4 PM. 

Jan. 14 – The Leadership Cabinet meets at 10 AM at FPC-Bozeman.  Jody McDevitt moderates the Cabinet, 
Jody@fpcbozeman.org. 

Jan. 15 – The Pastoral Ministry Team meets at 10 AM at FPC- Bozeman.  David Thompson is the Team 
moderator, pastordave@fpcbillings.org. 
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Jan. 18 – The Installation of J. P. Carlson as the pastor of the Big Hole Churches, probably at Wise River and 
probably at 4:00 PM. 

2015 Presbytery Meetings 

March 6-7 -  At St. Andrew Presbyterian in Billings. 

June 12-13 – At the First Presbyterian / ELCA Lutheran Church in White Sulphur Springs. 

November 6-7 – To be determined and dates may be changed as the annual dates of the Glacier-Yellowstone 
Convocation are likely to be changed. 

2015 Regional Events 

Western National Leadership Conference will begin a rotating itineration in the fall of 2015.  Dates are 
unconfirmed at present.  The next WNLT will likely be held in Estes Park, CO. Watch the Synod Website for 
details. Find the link on the Home page of our presbytery website. 

The Glacier-Yellowstone Convocation, 2015 – Glacier Presbytery has requested that the Convocation  be moved 
to be a regular spring event. Also the on-going relationship we have with Glacier Presbytery will be explored by 
our Leadership Cabinet at its January 14 meeting. 

At the November 7, 2014 meeting of Yellowstone Presbytery the following actions were taken: 

a. The Rev. Neva Rathbun was honorably retired. Neva and Leon will remain in the presbytery and both 
continue to minister as appropriate.  Both supply pulpits on occasion. 

b. The Rev. J. P. Carlson was examined and received into presbytery membership. He will be installed as 
pastor for the Anaconda and Big Hole Congregations in January 

c. The 2015 Administrative  and Program Budgets were approved, including the package adjustments for 
George and Kathy going Half-time. 

d. The Convocation with its various workshops and plenary speaker, former GA Moderator Joan Gray, who 
spoke on “Sailing on the winds of the Holy Spirit,” served as our resource segment of the meeting. 

e. The PMT recommended at 2% increase in the minimum salary package for fulltime pastors. The 
presbytery approved. 

f. The Synod of the Rocky Mountains Interim Executive, David Ezekiel, reported sweeping changes in the 
Synod structure. No more synod coordinating council – only synod assemblies three or four times a 
year. Ron Hanson and Kathy Goodrich are our presbytery’s elected reps for 2015-2016. 

g. The Nominating committee presented a slate of nominees for the various positions in the presbytery 
which was elected. 

h. Many committee and individuals submitted written reports. Please find them on the presbytery 
website and watch for the presbytery minutes to be posted, too. www/yellowstonepcusa.org. 

People News and Prayer Suggests: 

a. Teresa Kendall, the pastor in Deer Lodge has accepted the proposal of marriage from the Rev. Tom 
Gomola, who currently pastors the Presbyterian Church in Leesburg, PA.  WooHoo!! The wedding is 
being planned for Deer Lodge on May 24, 2015.  The couple will have a “commuter marriage” until Tom 
retires in the summer of 2016 at which point he will move to be with Teresa here in Montana... 
teresakendall@mac.com. 



b. Jeff Bolstad, a commissioned ruling elder in the ELCA is temporarily serving both the Lutheran 
Congregation and our Presbyterian Church in Jordan.  Jeff is a State Farm agent in Great Falls and lives 
in Lewistown with his wife Jill who is a pediatrician in Lewistown. 

i. J. P. Carlson, the new pastor for Anaconda and the Big Hole. . J. P.’s phone is 406-613-1973.  His e-mail 
is: rev.jpcarlson@gmail.com.  J.P. is a Princeton Seminary grad and is married to Mary Alice Carlson 
who is an associate professor for Math Education at MSU in Bozeman. 

c. Cathy McLean is back serving in Forsyth after a bout with cancer and a serious roll-over accident. 
fedchurch@rangeweb.net. 

d. Jed Cauffman is recovering well from his health issues of the early fall. jedfpclwtn@midrivers.com. 
 

Churches in Transition and for Prayer 

a. The First Presbyterian Church of Wolf Point celebrated 100 years of ministry on Sunday, November 23, 
2014.  Jeff Harada is the CRE pastor, harada.jeff@gmail.com; Mary Boysun is the clerk of session, 
maryandrandy2005@yahoo.com. 

b. Community Presbyterian Church of Terry, yoked with the ELCA church in Fallon, will be looking for a 
PCUSA pastor after January 1, 2015. 

c. Community Presbyterian Church of Jordan is being served by ELCA Lutheran CRE, Jeff Bolstad, but will 
be searching for a new pastor in the next few months. 

d. The Presbyterian Church in Roy, with under 10 Presbyterian members will be closing in 2015. 
Negotiations are underway with an emerging independent congregation in the area. 

e. First Presbyterian Church of Stanford is wrestling in discernment regarding its future in the PCUSA and 
the presbytery.  A pastoral team from the presbytery has been appointed to work with the session. The 
Community Presbyterian Church of Geyser is also following the discussion and process. 

Other Items of Importance: 

a. The Presbytery Prayer Retreat offered in August by the White Sulphur Clergy Cluster in Lewistown 
made the national PCUSA news.  Mike Ferguson, husband to the Rev. Susan Barnes who pastors our St 
Andrew church wrote the following article which was published on line.  It is well-worth the read: 
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2014/8/27/making-souls-god-wants-dwell/ 

b. Kathy and George are now half-time in their position, roughly serving the first half of the month and 
then are free to launch into other ministry during the second half.  They will be checking e-mail and 
responding when essential during the second half as the call with the presbytery is their primary calling. 

c. Please pray for them as George launches a ministry of spiritual direction and retreat leading for pastors 
and leaders, and Kathy explores speaking and grants for ministries which could also benefit 
Yellowstone Presbytery. 

d. George and Kathy have raised just about $34,000towards their salary and expenses toward a budgeted 
amount of $40,000 so far this year. Their fundraising letter to pastors and sessions goes out this week. 
If you have additional funds that you might like to donate to their ministry in the Presbytery (after you 
have made your year-end gifts to your home church), such gifts would be hugely appreciated! Checks 
may be made out and sent to “Yellowstone Presbytery”, Admin. Support on the memo line, PO Box 
1254, Bozeman, MT 59711-1254. 

God be with you all in this Holy Season.  May the peace, the strength and the love of Christ be with you! 
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Other News and Prayer Concerns: 

The Churches in the Big Hole and Anaconda are seeking a pastor.  Your prayers and suggestions are welcome. 

The Jordan Presbyterian Church is hurting.  Two weeks ago their shared Lutheran CLP, Monte Masser, left his 
wife and his positions with the Presbyterian and Lutheran congregations in Jordan.  The Presbytery Pastoral 
Ministry Team is on it.  George has been out to preach and meet with the session.  A God-given Lutheran CLP, 
Jeff Bolstad, from Lewistown is stepping in as pulpit supply.  We will continue to work with the ELCA Lutherans 
to support these congregations. 

Cathy McLean, pastor in Forsyth, is recovering from cancer surgery and is expecting results from further tests 
this week.  Our love and prayers are with her and her family, and as you would expect, Cathy’s spirits are great. 

Jim Kidd, pastor in White Sulphur Springs is hopeful of getting his cast off his foot and back in shoes this week. It 
has been a long process for Jim. 

Dan Krebill and Jody McDevitt took their daughter, Martha, to Missoula for college this week.  They are virtual 
empty-nesters now. 

Kathy and George are on vacation from Sunday, Aug 23 – Monday, Sept 8.  We will be visiting family in the east. 

Presbytery Round of Prayer – Please join us in praying each week for a congregation, pastor, and/or ministry by 
using the presbytery prayer list.  It is available on the presbytery website, www.yellowstonepcusa.org.  
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