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Curt and I recently returned from a trip to St. Louis where we helped care for our four young 

grandchildren.  We’re “Opa” and “Suzie” to these dear ones.   

 

One afternoon, at the request of the only boy among them, Eli, we visited a local John Deere 

dealership to scope out the lawn and farm implements.  As Annelise, age 5, gazed up at one of 

the tractors, she said to me:  “This one is bigger than you and Opa, but it’s not bigger than God.” 

 

What is it? 

A very large tractor. . . 

   Our own questions or pain.  . . 

       The concerns of a neighbor. . . 

          Chaos around the world. . . 

Whatever it is, it’s not bigger than God. . . . 

 

 

Yellowstone Presbytery Meets in Dillon May 12 and 13 

 

Pastor Steve Weber and the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church in Dillon are ready to 

welcome us May 12 and 13 for our spring presbytery meeting.  Registration will begin on Friday 

at 11 a.m.   

 



A free lunch will be provided at noon on Friday, courtesy of the Madison Valley Presbyterian 

Church – Ennis. The evening meal on Friday will be served by the Dillon congregation for a cost 

of $8 per person. The menu will be BBQ pulled pork and salads. A vegetarian option will also be 

provided.  A light breakfast/coffee snack will be provided on Saturday morning, courtesy of First 

Presbyterian Church of the Big Hole-Melrose. Upon leaving on Saturday, a free sack lunch will 

be provided by the Dillon congregation. 

 

We continue our theme of “Loved & Called—Gifted & Equipped—Sent.” 

 

In February, Dr. Stan Ott led us to a better understanding of how God loves and calls us, gifts us, 

equips us, and then sends us out to join in Christ’s ministry. Now all Montana Presbyterians are 

invited to join us in Dillon at noon on May 12th and at 8:30 a.m. on May 13th to review Stan’s 

presentation and then take the next steps. 

 

Don’t worry if you missed the first workshop.  You can hear highlights of Stan’s inspiring words 

and see video clips from his training.   

 

Find out about Growing Young, Your Spiritual Gifts, Discipleship, and how to put all this into 

practice in your church. Join us to be refreshed and equipped as disciples. 

 

Details available on the Presbytery website at www.yellowstonepcusa.org 

 

 

Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering – Out of the Darkness. . into the Light 

 

May 8  First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman    9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   or 

May 9  First Presbyterian Church, Billings   9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

 

Carol Day will present her experiences as a participant in the 2016 USA Mission Experience 

focusing on issues of human trafficking, domestic violence, and immigration.  She will leave our 

Presbyterian Women with ideas for action opportunities and a knitting pattern for PEACE PALS, 

knit dolls prayerfully and intentionally developed by knitters to create comforting companions 

for children in global areas of conflict.   

 

Lunch: $9.00    Gathering Registration Fee: $4.00 

To register for May 8 gathering in Bozeman contact Suzanne Bratsky, 

   521 W. Arnold Bozeman, MT 59715 406-539-0211 

To register for the May 9 gathering in Billings contact Marlene Spencer,  

   1530 Parkhill Dr. Billings, MT 59102 406-690-5114 

 

 

 

 



Our heart concerns and prayers. . 

 

Our prayers continue to be with Rev. John Dyce and his family in the loss of his mother, 

Lois Dyce.  Lois was an elder and longtime member at First Presbyterian Church, Billings.  

 

We also remember the family of the Rev. Dick McNeely, member of Yellowstone Presbytery, 

who died April 19.  Funeral services will be held Saturday, May 6 at 11 a.m. at Springhill 

Presbyterian Church, 4769 W. Babcock in Bozeman.   Interment will take place at Arlington 

National Cemetery. 

 

Both Lois and Dick touched many of our lives here in Yellowstone Presbytery.  We were blessed 

by their life and ministry among us and hold their families in our prayers.   

 

 

Yellowstone Presbytery Clusters 

Miles City Cluster - Neva Rathbun, (msrev@midrivers.com)   

Billings Cluster - Mary Davis, (mdavisrev@gmail.com) 

Butte Cluster - Teresa Kendall, (teresakendall@mac.com) 

White Sulphur Cluster - Debbie Funke, (funkepastor@yahoo.com) 

 

Most clusters meet monthly. Contact the cluster coordinators listed for more information. 

 

 

Presbytery Meetings for 2017: 
May 12-13          First Presbyterian Church, Dillon 

November 3-4     First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman 

 

Upcoming Opportunities: 

May 2  LC Bozeman 
 

May 4  PMT meeting  Bozeman   

May 12-13  Presbytery meeting Dillon   

June 2-4                               Revamp the Camp  Westminster Spires Camp   

 

 

Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 

prayer: 

 

Sunday, May 7 St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Philipsburg, Pastor Sally Ralston 

Sunday, May 14 Sheryl Hallin, Yellowstone Presbytery Treasurer 

   Rev. Mary Davis, Pastor At-Large, Billings 

Sunday, May 21        Community Presbyterian Church of Treasure County, Hysham,   

   Pastor Paul Cannon 

Sunday, May 28 Rev. Sherwood McKay, Honorably Retired, Miles City 

 

Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 

mailto:funkepastor@yahoo.com


  

 

 

 

  


