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“No matter how well we may know God,  
the great lesson to learn is that God may break in at any minute.   

We tend to overlook this element of surprise, yet God never works in any other way. . .” 
 

Utmost Classic Readings and Prayers from My Utmost for His Highest 
by Oswald Chambers 

 
 
Yellowstone Presbytery Meets June 10 -11 in Miles City!  
 
The meeting of the Presbytery will begin at 1pm on Friday, June 10th at First Presbyterian 
Church, Miles City.   Registration and a light lunch will be available beginning at noon.   Dinner 
will be served Friday evening followed by worship and communion at 7p.m.  Presbytery 
reconvenes Saturday morning at 8 a.m.  
 
Highlights of our gathering: 
 
ROCKS in Miles City 
Fifty percent of the offering collected at the June Presbytery worship service will be shared with 
the ROCKS (Raising Our Community Kids Safely) program.  ROCKS has been in existence for 
16 years. Located in rural Eastern Montana, ROCKS is the only youth development program in 
the area. The program serves children ages 6-12 from all 6 Elementary schools in Miles City. 
They have been blessed with a bus that transports the children from their schools to the ROCKS 
campus. They are able to provide daily transportation, physical activities, snacks, homework 
help, computer time and game table time. In addition to their school year programs, ROCKS also 
offers summer programs to meet the needs of children whose parents work full-time.  At our 
June meeting, we will be joined by their board president, Ken Holmlund, to learn more about 
their work.  This program is a blessing to the children of Eastern Montana and we hope that you 
will consider giving generously to their efforts.  
 
Westminster Spires Camp Scholarships 
Camp season is upon us!  Fifty percent of the offering collected at the June Presbytery worship 
service will fund the camp scholarships for this year.  In July, dozens of children and teens will 
be given the opportunity to meet new friends, get dirty, learn more about God, and deepen their 
faith while surrounded by the beauty of the Red Lodge area as they attend camp at Westminster 
Spires.  Camp makes such an impact in the lives of the children in our Presbytery.  Please 
encourage your children and teens to participate.  Also please plan to help send them through 
donating to the scholarship fund.  To donate directly to the fund, you can send a check to the 
presbytery office with a memo that it is for Westminster Spires Camp Scholarships.  Thank you 
for giving generously! 
 



 
 
Breakfast at Presbytery  
Often breakfast at the Presbytery Meeting on Saturday is optional.  At this meeting, breakfast 
will be an important element of our time together and our Saturday morning session will begin 
with us sharing this meal.  Terry Community Church will be hosting our meal that will begin at 
8am.  Plan to join us! 
 
T-Loop 
Many congregations struggle with hearing assistance systems.  So many systems exist, but often 
they aren’t as helpful to those needing assistance as we hope.  Miles City First Presbyterian 
installed a T-Loop system over a year ago and it has been a tremendous blessing to our worship 
time.  Congregation members have shared that upon its installation they are now able to hear the 
service when they hadn’t been able for years.  T-Loop is an assisted listening device that is 
inexpensive and communicates directly with your existing sound system and individual hearing 
aids.  Since it communicates directly to the individual’s personal hearing aid, the sound is 
catered to the specific hearing needs of the individual, not just general amplification.  At the June 
Presbytery meeting, we encourage congregations to send members to try out the system and see 
if it is a blessing to them.  We will have information about the system for congregations to learn 
more and are happy to provide additional details to those interested.  
 
 
Book Swap 
Does your church library have theological or Christian-themed books that it would like to say 
good-bye to?  Are you looking for books on a specific topic?  Does your pastor need more space 
on their bookshelves?  At the June Presbytery meeting a book swap will take place.  Bring your 
theological or faith related books that you no longer need to share with others in our Presbytery.  
While you are there, grab a handful (or boxful!) to take home and bless your congregation.   
 
 
2016 Camp Dates for Westminster Spires Camp 
July 10-15    Senior High Camp 
July 17-22    Junior High Camp 
July 24-28    Elementary Camp 
 
Applications for camp are on the Presbytery website. 
 
 
Board of Pension Seminars 
Several Board of Pension seminars will be held from Sept. 27 – 30 at First Presbyterian Billings.  
Topics include preparing for retirement, tax issues, and financial planning.  Contact Dan Krebill  
dan@fpcbozeman.org for more information. 
 
 
 

mailto:dan@fpcbozeman.org


Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
 
Sunday, June 5   Debbie Blackburn, Yellowstone Presbytery Stated Clerk     
Sunday, June 12   First Presbyterian Church, Dillon 
Saturday, June 18 – Saturday, June 25   General Assembly in Portland, Oregon   
Rev. Lanny Rounds (Teaching Elder), Pam Jackson (Ruling Elder), Tanner Robison (YAD) 
Sunday, June 19   Community Church, Geyser 
Sunday, June 26    Rev. James Bell, Honorably Retired, Laurel 
                                Rockhaven and Westminster Spires Camps 
Sunday, July 3  Rev. David Andrew, Pastor At-Large 
 
 
Upcoming Opportunities: 
Friday, June 3 –Sunday, June  5     ReVamp the Camp    Westminster Spires, Red Lodge 
 
June 19 – 12  Presbyterian Women in the Rocky Mountain Triennial Gathering    Cheyenne, WY 
 
June 10 -11   Yellowstone Presbytery      Miles City 
 
June 18 – 25   General Assembly    Portland, OR 
 
July 6 – 10    Westminster Spires Camp Staff  Orientation   Westminster Spires 
 
July 10 – 15   Senior High Camp   Westminster Spires 
 
July 14   Pastoral Ministry Team    1st Presbyterian Church, Billings 
 
July 17 – 22   Junior High Camp    Westminster Spires 
 
July 17 – 26   Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
 
July 24 – 28   Elementary Camp    Westminster Spires  
 
 
Please send news and announcement to Susan Thomas, ckochner@mcn.net 
 
 
 
 

 


