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Our Presbytery Family Gathering 
June 12-13 

White Sulphur Springs 
Hope to see you there! 

 
Hear Vera White, PCUSA Associate for 1001 New Worshiping Communities, who will help 
train us to better serve and reach our communities. We’ll hear stories and best practices 
for reaching out and even starting new worshiping communities. 
 
Leadership Cabinet meets at noon on Friday just prior to the presbytery meeting. 
 
Lunch for everyone will be served on Friday beginning at 11:30 so please plan to come for 
fellowship and food before our meeting. 
 
For Friday night dinner reservations, please contact Pam Jackson by June 10. 
          pamronjackson@hotmail.com   406-547-3414 or 701-321-1891 
 
It’s always wonderful to see friends from across the presbytery.  And worshiping and meeting in 
different places is great! 
 
I’ve been reading Ivan Doig’s This House of Sky in preparation for visiting White Sulphur.  Our 
beloved Montana writer Ivan Doig grew up in the White Sulphur Springs area and died just 
recently. 
 
This is what he writes about how the Smith River Valley must have appeared to the eyes of early 
white settlers:     “. .What a glimpse of glory is must have seemed.  Mountains stood up blue-
and-white into the vigorous air. . And the expanse of it all:  across a dozen miles and for almost 
forty along its bowed length, this home valley of the Smith River country lay open and still as a 
gray inland sea, held by buttes and long ridges at its northern and southern ends, and east and 
west by mountain ranges.” 
 
Presbytery News: 
 
We celebrate with Teresa Kendall!    
Rev. Teresa Kendall, pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Deer Lodge, was joined in marriage to 
Rev. Tom Gomola, pastor at Leesburg Presbyterian Church (Volant, Pennsylvania) on Sunday, 
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May 24, 2015 during the 11:00 AM worship service in Deer Lodge.  Revs. George and Kathy 
Goodrich and Rev. Don and Doris Stanley led the worship.  The couple will live and work in 
separate states until the time at which Rev. Gomola will move to Deer Lodge. 
 
Anniversaries 
St. Timothy’s Chapel celebrates its 50th Anniversary on Sunday, July 26 with Dr. Thomas Long 
preaching at 11am and “The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass” at 4pm. 

The Community Presbyterian Church in Jordan will celebrate its 100th anniversary this year. 
On January 27, 1915, Articles of Incorporation for the Community Presbyterian Church were 
filed in the Clerk and Recorders Office of Dawson County in Glendive.  This summer, the 
church will celebrate its 100th Anniversary.  More details to come. 
 
Revamp the Camp   
Revamp the Camp will be held June 4 – 7 at Westminster Spires Camp. Please come for not only 
service to the camp, but fellowship, fun, and always great food.  Call Sandy Welch at 252-2403            
for more information. 
 
Westminster Spires Camp  
Camp dates and leaders are: 
July 12-16  Elementary Camp, Kristin and Brandon Willett leading 
July 19-24  Junior High Camp, David Andrew leading 
July 26-31  Senior High Camp, George Goodrich leading 
 
Registration forms are on the Presbytery website.  A great team is preparing for the camp season!  
Call Curt Kochner at 259-7368 for more information.   
 
Rockhaven Camp 
The first of eight camp sessions at Rockhaven begins on June 22.  More information and the 
summer camp schedule can be found at http://rockhavencamp.org.   

 
Bozeman Mission Trip 
Thirteen adults from First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, will spend a week on the Fort Peck 
Reservation in northeast Montana, June 1-6, serving and learning with Dakota Presbyterians. 
Hosted by Patrick and Sudi Pipe, Dakota Presbyterians who lived in Bozeman while students at 
MSU, the team will do a variety of tasks and experience many cultural presentations and times of 
sharing. It is hoped that the trip will build a relationship between Dakota Presbyterians and 
Yellowstone Presbyterians. First Presbyterian Church in Poplar will host an “all invited” potluck 
one evening. Because the primary purpose of this trip is the initiation of relationships, we hope 
that this will not be a one-week experience, but will develop into more opportunities for 
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interaction and partnership. Please pray that the spirit of friendship will grow, and bonds of 
Christian love will form. 

 
Thank you! 
Thanks to David Thompson, the Ministry Unit, and Mark Bassingthwaighte for our very helpful 
Ethical Boundary Training events last month.   
 
Yellowstone/Whitworth Rural Ministry Initiative Begins 
Whitworth students Mirra Mattheson and Joel Silvinus will be spending the summer in 
Yellowstone Presbytery visiting churches and communities.  They will be focusing on these 
questions:  What are the issues rural churches are facing?  How are churches impacting their 
communities?  How are communities impacting churches?  Keep Mirra and Joel in your prayers 
and come and meet them at the White Sulphur Springs presbytery meeting. 
 
Prayers for our people 
Please keep Linda Smith, Anaconda, and the Stanton family of Jordan in your prayers 
as they grieve the loss of dear ones. 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in prayer: 
Sunday, June 7:   Ron Hanson, Yellowstone Presbytery Stated Clerk 
Sunday, June 14:  Community Church Geyser and First Church Stanford 

Commissioned Ruling Elder, Editha McKay 
Sunday, June 21:  First Church Butte, Pastor Lanny Rounds 

St. Timothy’s Chapel, Georgetown Lake 
Sunday, June 28:   Community Presbyterian Church, Terry 

Rockhaven and Westminster Spires Camps 
 

Stated Clerk Position 
Yellowstone Presbytery is seeking a candidate to fill its Stated Clerk position.  This is a salaried, 
one-quarter time position involving some travel. The Stated Clerk is responsible for record 
keeping, meeting coordination, election administration, clergy and congregational polity support 
and interpretation, as well as general communication and administration. The Stated Clerk 
position will be elected by the Presbytery to a three-year renewable term. This position is open to 
both Teaching and Ruling Elders.  Send inquiries to Rev. Neva Rathbun at 1-406-853-5257 or 
neva@midrivers.com. 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming Opportunities 
July 20-24—Whitworth Institute for Ministry in Spokane, Washington with the theme of 
“Pursuing the Common Good: Engaging Culture with the Gospel”.   Details to be found at 
www.whitworth.edu/WIM/ 
 
July 25—Dr. Thomas Long presenting “Accompany Them with Singing: the Christian Funeral 
Today” at First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman from 9am – 1pm. 
 
September 30 - October 2--Western National Leadership Training (WNLT) in a new location, 
Estes Park, Colorado.  Find the brochure posted on our presbytery website homepage. 
 
 
Please send any news or announcements, joys, prayer requests to be included in Yellowstone 
Currents to: 
Susan Thomas  
ckochner@mcn.net 406-259-7368 
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