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Matthew 6:25-27 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life?   

 
One of my mom’s favorite songs was “His Eye is on the Sparrow”.  She loved birds and our 
yard, with multiple birdhouses and feeders, reflects her influence.  I think she also appreciated 
the message of comfort in the song:   “His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.” 
 
Maybe that’s why one of the songs of this summer for me has been “Sparrows” by Jason Gray.  
It’s about trust instead of worry, and remembering God’s care.  There are many great lines in the 
song, especially for those of us who tend to be anxious, but this one I especially like:  “If He can 
hold the world He can hold this moment.”  God holds the world and holds our moments.  Thanks 
be to God! 
 
Presbytery Meeting Highlights  
Thanks to Kristin Willett for sending in these highlights of our spring presbytery meeting in 
Miles City! 
 
We had a great Presbytery meeting in early June at First Presbyterian of Miles City.  Roughly 50 
pastors and elders gathered to spend time in study, prayer, and decision-making. Our churches in 
Forsyth, Jordan, and Terry joined in to help feed all of those who attended.  It was a great 
Eastern Montana collaboration event!  We explored the importance of telling our faith story and 
recognizing the small God moments of each day.  The six Whitworth fellows joined us, sharing 
insight and adding to our reflection throughout the weekend.  During the meeting we 
commissioned our delegates for General Assembly in Portland, Oregon.  Lanny Rounds from 
Butte is our Teaching Elder Commissioner, Emily Keegan from Hysham is our Ruling Elder 
Commissioner, and Tanner Robison from Butte is our Young Adult Delegate.  Kathy Goodrich 
and Debbie Blackburn will also be attending.  
 
At our worship service on Friday evening, $440 was collected for camp scholarships and another 
$440 was collected to support the ROCKS program for the children of Miles City.   
 
Manhattan Presbyterian Church has begun to offer Celebrate Recovery.  Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-based 12-step program to help individuals tackle addiction. The program provides 
support, accountability, prayer, and community for those who seek a new path forward.  If you 
would like more information, please contact Pastor Debbie Funke.  
 
Pastor Cathie McLean shared about their congregation’s prayer shawl ministry.  They are 
knitting and crocheting away and providing shawls to high school graduates, people who grieve, 



and people experiencing disease or illness.  These shawls have become a vibrant part of their 
ministry as recipients have passed them on to others so that the prayers continue to bless people 
in need or transition.  It is amazing what love, prayer, and yarn can do! 
 
St. Andrew Presbyterian shared about their community garden and how that effort has impacted 
the community.  The community is so invested that community members have begun taking over 
leadership of the garden effort.   
 
In addition, St. Andrew Presbyterian continues in their efforts to create peace through respectful 
dialogue.  Grant monies from Presbytery allowed them to get their initiative up and running. 
 Through their efforts many eyes have been opened to our shared passion and humanity across 
party and issue lines.  People are realizing that though their stance on an issue may appear to be 
drastically different, there are many elements they do agree on.  Recognizing each other’s 
perspective and finding commonalities is a big step towards peaceful resolutions.   
 
It was a great weekend!  What a blessing it is to be a Presbytery together! 
 
Focus on Youth 
 
Westminster Spires 
Thanks to Curt Kochner for this report! 
 
Camp at Westminster Spires will open with Staff Training on July 6-9.  George Goodrich will 
return to lead Staff Training, Senior High and Elementary Camps.  Will Johnson from Terry will 
join us this summer to lead Junior High Camp.  We have a number of returning counselors 
including Nichole Ferestad, Jessica Jones, Jon Dupuis and Cynthia Kessler.  New counselors for 
2016 will be Scott Sherman, Tamara Lucht, Megan Dupuis and Cara Vihinen.   
 
We will accept campers right up to the start of camp, so late registrations are welcome.  
Westminster Spires offers a rich multi-generational camp environment with a number of families 
joining us and more adults and younger children around than you would usually find in a 
traditional camp setting.  Kara Todd and children will be with us for the camp season for the 
third summer.  The Willett family will join us again for Elementary Camp.  Bill Scott and Mara 
will return to provide great food and snacks!  The six Whitworth fellows will participate as well. 
 
A very successful Revamp the Camp was led by Sandy Welch and Jim Tarr from St. Andrew.  
Thanks to the very hard work of our crew, we were able to replace the roofs on both girls’ 
cabins, the Booth cabin and one of the outhouses.  Nichole Ferestad provided amazing leadership 
for the roofing crew on Saturday, and for the second year Lori Schweigert from Advanced 
Employment Services generously provided a professional crew of roofers for a day to finish our 
project on Sunday. 
 
The camp is looking great, and we look forward to another wonderful season at Westminster 
Spires. Many thanks for your prayers and support for this 80th year of outdoor ministry at 
Westminster Spires! 
 



It is not too late to register for camp! Applications for camp are on the Presbytery website 
or call Curt Kochner, 259-7368. 
 
2016 Camp Dates for Westminster Spires Camp 
July 10-15    Senior High Camp 
July 17-22    Junior High Camp 
July 24-28    Elementary Camp 
 
Rockhaven 
The camping season at Rockhaven, a ministry of First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, is 
underway under the direction of Scott Thrasher who begins his 10th summer at Rockhaven Camp 
Director.   Counselors from Montana, Wisconsin, Florida, California, and Nevada will help lead. 
 
2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
Our Presbyterian Youth Triennium will be held in July at Purdue University in West Lafayette, 
Indiana.  Presbytery youth will leave FPC Billings on Sunday, July 17 and return on Tuesday, 
July 26th.   
 
Please keep all of our camps, campers, counselors, leaders, and Youth Triennium 
in your prayers! 
 
Board of Pension Seminars 
Several Board of Pension seminars will be held from Sept. 27 – 30 at First Presbyterian Billings.  
Topics include preparing for retirement, tax issues, and financial planning.  Contact Dan Krebill  
dan@fpcbozeman.org for more information.  Topics include planning for retirement fiscally 
and emotionally, an overview of church finances, and general financial planning.   
 
 
Presbyterian Women 
Suzanne Bratsky and Merry Lee Hooks from our presbytery attended disaster preparedness 
training in Cheyenne, WY.  The training, a collaboration between Presbyterian Women and 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, equipped Presbyterian women to work with their congregations 
in caring for communities in the event of crisis.  Suzanne and Merry Lee were commissioned as 
Disaster Preparedness Trainers and we welcome their expertise and help in our presbytery. 
 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
Sunday, July 3    Rev. David Andrew, Pastor At-Large 
Sunday, July 10   St. Andrew Church, Billings, Pastor Susan Barnes 
Sunday, July 17   Rev. Paul Krebill, Honorably Retired, Bozeman 
Sunday, July 24   West Park Village, Billings 
Sunday, July 31    Rev. George Goodrich, Yellowstone Presbytery Co-Presbyter, Bozeman 
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Upcoming Opportunities: 
 
July 6 – 9    Westminster Spires Camp Staff  Orientation   Westminster Spires 
July 10 – 15   Senior High Camp   Westminster Spires 
July 14   Pastoral Ministry Team    1st Presbyterian Church, Billings 
July 17 – 22   Junior High Camp    Westminster Spires 
July 17 – 26   Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
July 24 – 28   Elementary Camp    Westminster Spires  
July 31 - Aug. 1   Synod Assembly Meeting 
 
 
Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas, ckochner@mcn.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


