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We pause beside this door. 
Thy year, O Lord, how shall we enter in? 

The footsteps of a Child sound close behind us. 
Listen, he will speak; 

His birthday bells have scarcely rung a week. 
“Enter through me,” he says, 

“Nor wander more— 
For, lo, I am the door.” 

 
Lucy Larcom 

 
 
Looking ahead to our February Presbytery meeting 
We will continue our concentration on spiritual gifts at our presbytery meeting February 10 – 11 
at First Presbyterian, Billings.  The Rev. Stanley Ott will join us as we seek to grow and learn in 
service to Jesus. 
 
 
Winter Youth Retreat 
The Winter Youth Retreat will be held at Bozeman First Presbyterian Church on February 24-26.  
The retreat will begin after supper on Friday night with worship, teaching, fellowship and fun.  
We will ski at Bridger Bowl on Saturday, attend worship with the Bozeman congregation on 
Sunday morning and depart after lunch.  Cost for registration is $15.  Ski passes are $50 and ski 
rental packages are available for $35.  Registration forms are available from youth leaders and 
are also posted on the Yellowstone Presbytery website.  Please contact Curt Kochner at 406-672-
4547 for additional information. 
 
Yellowstone Presbytery Clusters 
Miles City Cluster - Neva Rathbun, (msrev@midrivers.com)   
Billings Cluster - Mary Davis, (mdavisrev@gmail.com) 
Butte Cluster - Teresa Kendall, (teresakendall@mac.com) 
White Sulphur Cluster - Debbie Funke, (funkepastor@yahoo.com) 
 
Most clusters meet monthly. Contact the cluster coordinators listed for more information. 
 
 
Presbytery Meetings for 2017: 
Feb. 10 -11          First Presbyterian Church, Billings 
May 12-13          First Presbyterian Church, Dillon 
November 3-4     First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman 
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A note from Jack Bell 
November 30, 2016 
Dear Christians, 
 
I have just returned from my two weeks in Africa visiting South Africa and Zimbabwe. I don’t 
think I was able to change Africa much on my first visit – but there is no doubt that Africa 
changed me. I met many good people doing their best to not just get by but working hard as 
Christians to make the lives of the people around them better. 
 
I was very impressed with the Makokoba Presbyterian congregation and their Pastor Paul 
Neshangwe. Their ministry deserves our support; they are making a difference. 
I went on a half day retreat with four members of the Makokaba Presbyterian Church Session.  
We visited Matopos National Park. At the beginning of the day I told them to start thinking about 
how I (we) could help them in their ministry. I told them to spend the day thinking about their 
answers and be prepared to give me their thoughts at the end of the day.  
 
At the end of the day I asked and they answered almost in unison. “Pray for us!” I had expected 
them to ask for money or assistance with some specific outreach project. But what they wanted 
was to be in prayer with us. These are exceptional people, they deserve our prayer support and 
yes our financial support that they never really asked for. 
 
I want to make an in person report to the Mission Committee to Yellowstone Presbytery in 
February. I saw several areas where we can, in Christ’s love, work alongside these good 
Christian people. I hope to enlist many of you to this ministry. 
Peace & Blessings 
Jack Bell 
 
 
MAC Day at the Legislature 
Be an Advocate for Your Community!  YOUR presence, YOUR voice matter 
Citizen Lobbying and Luncheon 
WHEN: January 23, 2017 
WHERE: Capitol Rotunda 
Helena, MT 
Join us on a bus and head to the state capitol. Buses will be departing from Great Falls, Billings, 
Bozeman, and Missoula. The Montana Association of Christians (MAC) and YOU will meet 
with our senators and representatives on important social justice issues this 2017 Legislative 
Session. 
• Hospitality toward vetted and documented immigrants and humane treatment for all 
• Children & Strengthening Families 
• Prisoner Reintegration 
• Abolition of the Death Penalty 
We hope to bring together Christian communities & individuals to educate and advocate on 
behalf of Montanans. For detailed information and to register, please visit macmt.org 
 
 



Upcoming Opportunities: 
 
January 5             Yellowstone Presbytery Preaching Cohort meets by Skype from Miles City, 
Lewistown, and Bozeman at 10am   Contact George Goodrich at george@yellowstonepcusa.org 
for more information. 
 
January 10             Leadership Committee      First Presbyterian Church, Billings 
 
January 12             Pastoral Ministry Team      First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman    10am 
 
February 10 -11     Yellowstone Presbytery Meeting    First Presbyterian Church, Billings 
 
Feb. 24-26             Winter Youth Retreat    First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman 
      

 
To keep in our prayers. . 
Jed Cauffman and Veva Larson as they grieve the loss of loved ones. 
 
Our churches in Jordan and the Big Hole as they search for new pastoral leadership. 
 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
 
Sunday, Jan.  1          First Presbyterian Church, Miles City 
                                  Pastors Brandon and Kristin Willett 
 
Sunday, Jan. 8           Federated Church, Harlowton 
                                  Pastor Vicki Waddington 
 
Sunday, Jan. 15         Rev. Priscilla Bell, Pastor- At-Large, Laurel 
 
Sunday, Jan. 22         Federated Church, Forsyth 
                                  Pastor Cathy McLean 
 
Sunday, Jan. 29         First Presbyterian Church, White Sulphur Springs 
                                  Pastor Jim Kidd 
 
           
 
 
Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 
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