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Winter is a lesson about the fine art of loss and growth. 
Its lesson is clear; there is only one way out of struggle 

and that is by going into its darkness, 
waiting for the light, and being open to new growth. 

Joan Chittister 
Taken from The Circle of Life ©2005 by Joyce Rupp and Macrina Wiederkehr.   

Used by permission of Ave Maria Press.  All rights reserved. 
 
Winter Youth Ski Retreat 
 
The Ski Retreat for the youth of Yellowstone Presbytery will be held at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Butte on the weekend of February 26-28.  Youth will arrive after dinner on Friday 
night, ski at Discovery on Saturday and depart after lunch on Sunday.  The registration fee for 
the retreat will be $20 per participant for food and lodging.  Ski passes at Discovery will be $32 
per person and ski rentals will be available for $18.  Brochures and registration forms will be 
available on the Presbytery website.  The retreat will include time for fellowship, Bible study and 
worship.  Contact Curt Kochner at 406-672-4547 or by email at ckochner@mcn.net for 
additional information. 
 
 
St. Andrew hosts Peacemaking Discussion 
 
Everyone is invited to attend a discussion of the five Peacemaking Affirmations that have come 
to us from General Assembly and will be discussed at the March 2016 Presbytery meeting.  In 
preparation, everyone is invited to a discussion on Saturday, February 6, from 11am – 2pm at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church in Billings.  Information on the affirmations can be found at 
http://www.pcusa.org/resource/5-peacemaking-affirmations-presbytery-deliberation/. 
 
Lunch will be served at noon.  Please call St. Andrew at 656-9256 if you plan to attend. 

 
 

Madison Valley Presbyterian Church Highlights from 2015 
 
In February, 2015 we celebrated Lent by joining with area churches for Lenten Breakfast. It was 
a wonderful time for fellowship and renewal.  Also in February, our church had Lenten Soup and 
Study, Cabin Fever Days when we get together for fellowship and share a fun, special event and 
Souper Bowl of Caring when we collect donations for the Food Bank in Ennis. 
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April 2015 brought Maundy Thursday when church members read to commemorate The Lords 
Supper and then Easter Sunday when we have worship and then a potluck feast. Late spring and 
early summer we begin to see an increase in church attendance as the "snow birds" start 
returning. Our church swells in the summer when our part time residents return. This last 
summer we actually celebrated "Southern Sunday" when our summer people participated in the 
worship service and then cooked a wonderful southern "comfort" feast thoroughly enjoyed by 
all.  
 
Another event this last summer was our Children's Summer Vittles program where our church 
and the school, along with our local Sugar High restaurant joined forces and provided lunch 
during the summer for our community children in need.  This was very successful and may be 
implemented again this summer. 
 
This past fall, we enjoyed a Harvest Dinner and then Perennial Sunday when we celebrated our 
elderly church members and presented them with a small gift.  The joyous Christmas season 
brought a Sunday when our youth participated in the service and then of course our Traditional 
Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve was enjoyed by many and was musically highlighted by 
Andrew Scruggs and Jim Forsberg.     ~Ruling Elder Susan Hardwick  
 
Presbytery enlists mediator to begin discussions on gun rights and regulations 
from Presbyterian News Service, reported by Mike Ferguson 

People in Yellowstone Presbytery are learning they can have constructive conversations over 
even one of America’s most divisive issues—the balance between gun freedoms and gun 
restrictions.A $2,000 grant from the presbytery’s peacemaking fund enlisted the help of Linda 
Gryczan, a Helena, Mont., mediator, to journey to Billings last weekend for the first of what’s 
planned to be many guided conversations over contentious issues. The approach resembles a 
New England-based program. 

Using a core group of a half-dozen facilitators evenly divided on the gun freedoms versus gun 
restrictions issue, Gryczan taught them and a crowd of about 20 others how to “listen with 
resilience” and to use personal stories to explain to others how they’ve arrived at their position. 
The goal, she told the group meeting at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Billings, was for 
participants to “gain a better understanding of why they believe the things they believe. We 
change our opinions because somebody has accepted us for who we are. Otherwise, we just get 
more entrenched.” 
 
Her opening question, once she’d broken the ice among participants: Tell me a personal 
experience that will help us understand your views. One participant, a competitive shooter, said 
he believes he controls his guns pretty well and doesn’t feel he needs more gun control. 
Another related the stories of her cousin who used a gun to kill his cheating wife. The boy who 
gave her her first kiss took his own life with a gun years later. A third recalled growing up on a 
farm and saving his allowance to purchase his first rifle. “I’m not sure we’re going to turn that 
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culture on its head,” he said. “People are going after guns rather than dealing with people, and 
that’s what needs to be addressed.” A fourth took her medical training in the emergency room of 
a large Cleveland hospital. “There were so many (gunshot) victims,” she recalled. 
 
Asked what they thought was at the heart of the matter, participants cited “trust on both sides,” 
“freedom and culture,” “guns getting a bad rap,” and “personal freedom, safety and individual 
rights.” Gryczan then asked, “Any gray areas you’re willing to talk about?” Two participants—
on either side of the issue—laughed when they discovered an area of agreement: neither 
harbored any doubts. “I’m for guns, but I don’t know why people need assault rifles, and I’d be 
nervous if I knew my neighbor had one,” one woman said. “Do we need legislation that says 
who gets a gun?” one man asked. “I don’t know where to put that law.” 
 
After lunch, the newly-minted facilitators took the process to the 20 or so who’d watched their 
training that morning. One gun rights and one gun control facilitator met with each group. 
Gryczan laughed when asked about the careful pairings. “You want a lefty-loosey and a righty-
tighty” in every group, she said. Facilitators plan to open the process up to the rest of the 
community with a session later in January and upcoming events on other hot-button issues.  
 
The Rev. Susan Barnes, pastor at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, said she appreciated “the way 
the process made us focus on listening to each other instead of trying to convince each other that 
our point of view is correct. It gave me a good way to engage people who disagree with me.” 
 
Ruling Elder Mike Ferguson is a member at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church and a reporter for 
the Billings (Mont.) Gazette. He’s an occasional contributor to the Presbyterian News Service. 
 
 
2016 Camp Dates for Westminster Spires Camp 
July 10-15    Senior High Camp 
July 17-22    Junior High Camp 
July 24-28    Elementary Camp 
 
 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
 
Sunday, Feb. 7 Rev. Richard McNeely, Honorably Retired, Belgrade 
Sunday, Feb. 14 Rev. Doug Johnson, Billings Clinic Pastoral Care, Billings 
Sunday, Feb. 21  1st Presbyterian Church, Wolf Point,  
                                        Jeff Harada, Lay Person in Ministerial Service 
                                    Dakota Presbytery 
Sunday, Feb. 28         Rev. Neva Rathbun, Pastor-At-Large, Terry 
 
 



 
 
Upcoming Opportunities: 
 
Feb. 6   Peacemaking Affirmations Discussion      St. Andrew 
 
Feb. 9  Leadership Cabinet       Billings 
 
Feb. 13   Art in Sacred Spaces Workshop   9am – 3pm   St. Andrew   Billings 
 
Feb.  26-28   Youth Winter Ski Retreat         Butte 
 
March 4-5    Presbytery Meeting      FPC Billings 
 
March 10   PMT        FPC Billings 
 
 
 
 
Please send any news or announcements to:   Susan Thomas   ckochner@mcn.net    
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