
Yellowstone Currents 
A Newsletter of Yellowstone Presbytery 

December 2016 
 

Once again, we are in Advent, which reminds us vividly, beautifully, of Christ’s first advent in 
time.  Even while He is coming, He is also with us now, in many ways.  
 
Let every day be the day of beginning again, of loving Christ a little more, of hungering for Him 
a little more, of turning our face to Him. 
 
To accomplish this, all we need to do is to look at the person next to us, to love our neighbor, the 
person next to us at any given moment. 
 
--adapted from Donkey Bells:  Advent and Christmas with Catherine Doherty 
 
 
Yellowstone Presbytery  
The First Presbyterian Church of Butte hosted the November 4 – 5 meeting of Yellowstone 
Presbytery.  We are so grateful for this time together and we missed those who were not with us! 
Highlights included: 
--Enjoying the hospitality provided by our churches in Butte, Anaconda, Deer Lodge, and the 
Big Hole. 
--Identifying our spiritual gifts through a time of rich discussion and small groups. 
--Electing our presbytery leaders for the next years. 
--Receiving Vicki Waddington (Harlowton) and Stephen Weber (Dillon) into our presbytery. 
--Meeting the Rev. Dr. Rob Hagin, Ministry Relations Officer of the Presbyterian Foundation, 
and learning more about the joy of giving. 
--Sending Jack Bell to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe with prayers and contributions to the Makokoba 
Presbyterian Church . 
--Listening to an amazing one-woman handbell anthem at evening worship. 
--Rejoicing in the report of a great Westminster Spires camping season and fall youth retreat. 
--Hearing the encouraging words by JP Carlson during our time of worship inspiring us to go 
forth! 
--Sharing the Lord’s Supper together. 
--Appreciating the training and commitment of Merry Lee Hooks and Suzanne Bratsky, on 
behalf of Presbyterian Women, who are willing, able, and eager to helping our congregations be 
prepared for disasters. 
--Learning about the upcoming changes as our synod transitions to a “reduced-functioning” 
synod. 
 
 
Looking ahead to February 



We will continue our concentration on spiritual gifts at our presbytery meeting February 10 – 11 
at First Presbyterian, Billings.  The Rev. Stanley Ott will join us as we seek to grow and learn in 
service to Jesus. 
 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
 
Sunday, Dec. 4         Rev. Paul Cousins, Honorably Retired, Philipsburg 
 
Sunday, Dec. 11       Rev. Larry VandeCreek, Honorably Retired, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Sunday, Dec. 18       First Presbyterian Church, Deer Lodge and Rev. Teresa Kendall 
 
Sunday, Dec. 25      Rev. Dick Davis, Pastor At Large, Billings 
 
Sunday, Jan.  1         First Presbyterian Church, Miles City 
                                 Rev. Brandon and Rev. Kristin Willett 
 
Presbytery Meetings for 2017: 
Feb. 10 -11          First Presbyterian Church, Billings 
May 10 -11          First Presbyterian Church, Dillon 
November 3 – 4   First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman 
 
 
Upcoming Opportunities: 
 
 
Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 

 

  

  

 

 

 


