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After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 
   for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
          came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
 
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 
 
But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 
He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.”  
           Matthew 28:1-6a 
 
When you hear the words “empty”. . . 
  or “absent”. . . 
     or “not here”. . . 
          what kind of pictures or feelings come to mind? 
 
Maybe a feeling of loneliness,  
  or sadness, 
    or disappointment. 
       
We speak of empty rooms, 
    vacant lots, 
       feeling empty inside, 
           all of these implying the missing of someone or something. 
 
But here is a story where emptiness and absence 
    and the message  “He is not here” 
         was good news.  
 
Mary Magdelene and Mary were the first ones to receive this news.  
On Easter morning, they journey to the tomb of Jesus. 
 
Faithful women, 
     they had been present at the crucifixion, 
           they had seen Jesus die, 
               and they had gone to the tomb to see where he was laid. 
 
 
 



Now,  
two days later, 
they were returning to care for his body 
  and to anoint him, 
      as was the burial custom of the time, 
         because there had not been time the day he died. 
 
Think for a moment about their walk to Jesus’ tomb. 
They were filled with grief and sorrow. 
They were prepared to find Jesus’ body and care for him. 
I would imagine that they were steeling themselves for a very sad task. 
 
But the morning did not turn out as they expected. 
 
Instead, there was an earthquake, 
 and an angel who gave this astounding news: 
“I know that you seek Jesus. He is not here.” 
 
God had raised Jesus from the dead.  He was alive. 
 
It was good news for the women, 
   and good news for all the disciples and those who loved Jesus, 
      and it was and is good news for us, here and now. 
 
 
Yellowstone Presbytery Clusters 
Miles City Cluster - Neva Rathbun, (msrev@midrivers.com)   
Billings Cluster - Mary Davis, (mdavisrev@gmail.com) 
Butte Cluster - Teresa Kendall, (teresakendall@mac.com) 
White Sulphur Cluster - Debbie Funke, (funkepastor@yahoo.com) 
 
Most clusters meet monthly. Contact the cluster coordinators listed for more information. 
 
 
Presbytery Meetings for 2017: 
May 12-13          First Presbyterian Church, Dillon 
November 3-4     First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman 
 
Upcoming Opportunities: 
April 4                            Leadership Cabinet                             First Presbyterian Church, Billings 
May 2  LC Bozeman 
May 4  PMT meeting  Bozeman 
May 12-13  Presbytery meeting Dillon 
June 2-4                              Revamp the Camp  Westminster Spires Camp 
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Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
 
Sunday, April 2        First Presbyterian Church, Stanford and CRE Jack Bell 
 
Sunday, April 9        Madison Valley Presbyterian Church, Ennis and Pastor Jean Johnson 
 
Sunday, April  16     Celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection! 
 
Sunday, April 23      Community Presbyterian Church, Terry and Pastor Katie Emery 
 
Sunday, April 30      Rev. Freeman McCall, Honorably Retired, Dillon 
                         
                          
 
 
 
Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 

 
  

 
 

 


