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Easter Prayer from the Book of Common Worship, p. 316
God of mercy,

We no longer look for Jesus among the dead,

For He is alive and has become the Lord of Life.

From the waters of death You raise us with Him

And renew Your gift of life within us.

Increase in our minds and hearts

The risen life we share with Christ,

And help us grow as Your people

Toward the fullness of eternal life with You,

Through Christ our Lord,

Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

One God, now and forever.  Amen.

Calendar of Coming Events:

Holy Week, March 16-23.   May the Presence, Power and Blessing of God be with each of our worshipping congregations and leading pastors in this Holy Season!

A Call to Fasting and Prayer:  March 28.  By vote Presbytery, this date was set aside for fasting and prayer for the Church, the people and the government of Zimbabwe, with whom we are in partnership.  Freeman McCall will be sending out details: freemansusy@msn.com.
Transformation mini-cluster meeting for the Miles City and Lewistown churches, Saturday, March 29 in Billings. To confirm, Robert Shy rshyjr@hotmail.com.
Micah 6:8 Discussion Group, April 2: Those who signaled interest in prayerfully exploring how the Presbytery and its churches can better fulfill God’s command in Micah 6:8 will meet at 10:00 Am in the home of Jim and Priscilla Bell in Laurel.  ghgoodrich@aol.com.
YP Council meets at St Andrew Church, Billings on Friday April 4.  Fran Babcock, Moderator, jkbfab@peoplepc.com.  Happy Birthday, Peg Biekert!

The Butte Cluster Pastors meet on April 10 at First Pres, Butte at 10:00 AM and then for lunch. Contact person is Rusty Craig: rcraig@in-tch.com.

Committee on Ministry meets on Friday, April 11, 10:30 AM at St. Andrew.  Bruce Ford, General Presbyter of Wyoming Presbytery will train the CoM on how to make triennial visits.  Phil Maxwell, moderator: pemaxwell@bresnan.net.  

Mission Committee meets at 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 12 at St Andrew Church, Billings.   Jody Mc Devitt, moderator: jody@fpcbozeman.org.

Stewardship Seminar will be offered by the Synod to help churches increase the effectiveness of their financial stewardship and capital campaigns.  April 12th in Cody, Wyoming.  Bob Sheldon, Director of Funds Development for the Synod, presenter: bob.sheldon@presbynet.org.

Camp Planning Task Force meets at 10:00 AM, April 17 at FPC, Bozeman, Room 204.  Brent Long, chair: brent.long@presbynet.org.

Nominating Committee meeting meets Friday, April 18 at 10:00 AM.  The committee begins its work towards presenting nominations to begin service in 2009.  Connie Townsend, moderator: con@ttc-cmc.net.

Committee on Ministry holds a conference call from 9:00 AM to Noon on Friday, April 25.  Details to come.  Phil Maxwell, Moderator of CoM: pemaxwell@bresnan.net.

Presbyterian Woman holds its Spring Gathering  on April 25-26 in Billings at First Presbyterian Church. Theme: “Celebrating 20 Years as Presbyterian Women”.  Registration begins at 12:30 PM and worship follows at 1:00 PM.  Sharon Cely will speak on the topics: “Spiritual Nurturing through Connections” and “PW History.” Contact Neva Rathbun – leon@midrivers.com, or Suzanne Bratsky-suzbratsky@imt.net.

Also:  The Presbytery of Yellowstone's Rev. Neva Rathbun has been selected to

represent the Rocky Mountain Synod as a member of the Global Exchange.  She will 

be visiting countries in Eastern Europe from September 8 - 26, 2008.   Upon her return 

she will be giving educational workshops throughout the Synod.  

Joan Gray, Moderator of the General Assembly, visits and preaches at First Presbyterian, Bozeman during the regularly scheduled worship services, Sunday, April 27.  Dan Krebill for info: dan@fpcbozeman.org.


Transformation Coordinating Team meets in Spokane for workshop, Friday and Saturday, May 2-3.  For Info: Kathy Goodrich: kagoodrich@aol.com.
Synod of the Rocky Mountains meets in Denver, Thursday-Saturday, May 8-10.  Stan Cornell, Dave Kimball, Mary Davis and Jed Cauffman are our commissioners. Rev. Marianne Rheberghen, Ph.D. leads training and conversation about God’s mission and call for Christ’s church, presbyteries and congregations in our rapidly changing culture.

Presbytery meeting at St Andrew Church, Friday-Saturday, May 16-17 in Billings.  St. Andrew will be celebrating their 40th Anniversary.  The Rev. Dr. Marianne Rhebergen will be the resource person.
WNLT will be held October 8-10 in Jackson, WY.

The fall presbytery meeting will be held in West Yellowstone, November 7-8.  This meeting will be resourced by the Mission Committee.
General Information:

Deadlines for submitting your congregational statistics to Louisville on line or through the Stated Clerk, and for submitting your congregation’s mission pledge to the Synod office (or the Presbytery office) have passed for 2008.  Please call Susan or Ted in the office if we can help.

Vital Pastors, Vital Congregations, Vital Communities – grant for clergy/clp continuing education and ongoing coaching 2008-09. Yellowstone Presbytery, in partnership with Glacier, Inland Northwest and Central Washington have receive a grant from the Board of Pensions to greatly increase the quality of continuing education available to the clergy and CLP’s of the presbytery.  Events will be clustered in regional groups.  Such opportunities do not often come our way, and we hope every pastor and session will prayerfully consider this amazing opportunity which begins for us in the fall.  Thanks to Kathy who coordinated these collaborations for all four presbyteries.  Details to come shortly. Watch the website.  kagoodrich@aol.com.
Yellowstone Congregations currently in the pastor-CLP search process are the following:

First Presbyterian in Billings;     First Presbyterian in Dillon

Springhill Community Church in Belgrade; Jordan is considering the process.
First, Billings is also beginning to search for a person to lead their Christian Education and Youth program.

Let’s be praying for these sister churches in particular.

The Presbytery of Utah, with a grant from the PCUSA, is sponsoring Promise of the Land Conference : Preaching God’s Creation, April 16-18, in Salt Lake City, UT.  A formidable cast of speakers / leaders.  For info: www.promiseofland.org.

Rocky Mountain College is again searching for a Chaplain.  Dave Kimball on the Presbytery’s Higher Education committee has this info: Kimballdg@earthlink.net.
Personals:  Comings and Goings


Doug and Katie Basler welcomed Addison Cooke Basler, a baby girl, born February 18.  We rejoice with you!  And if you were at the Presbytery meeting you got to meet Theo Lympus, newly adopted son of Steven and Laura Lympus.

Dwight Swanson, son of Jerry Swanson, died on February 12 in Wolf Point.  Our deep condolences to his wife, Donna; to Jerry and the family; and to the First Presbyterian Church of Wolf Point and the United Dakota Presbyterian Church which Dwight served as CLP.  And prayers for God’s direction and provision for the future.


Lowell and Reta Johnson ( Honorably Retired from Ministry in the Terry Congregation) send their greetings from Iowa.  However, they are grieving the tragic death of a grandson who died within the last year.


John Walter Dyce celebrated his 50th Birthday on Friday, March 14.
A Brief Recap of Significant Events and Decisions of the Presbytery Meeting, Held in Miles City and Terry, March 3-4.
Installation of Moderator, Leon Rathbun and Vice-Moderator, Susan Thomas until the winter meeting in 2009.  Our thanks to them for hearing God’s call to lead and our prayers for them in serving.
The resourcing theme was Micah 6:8: “Doing Justly, Loving Kindly, Walking Humbly with God,” which is also the theme of this summer’s GA.  Six people indicated interest in exploring what it might mean for the presbytery to pursue this God-call.

The Missions Committee:  The Presbytery voted to concur with an overture from Denver Presbytery regarding Zimbabwe and voted to fast and prayer on March 28 for the Church, People and government of that country.  Farm, Food, and Faith:  Every Church was encouraged to observe Rural Life Sunday on April 27.  Bruce and Lora Whearty will be returning to the mission field shortly and are seeking support.  For more details: jody@fpcbozeman.org.
Presbytery Worship:  Freeman Mc Call preached on Isaiah 6: “God is no Lightweight,” the Waddington Worship Wonders lead the music.  Those elders in Yellowstone Churches who died in the last year were remembered in the communion service.

Committee on Vocations has posted a draft of its handbook on the presbytery website and would appreciate our comments by March 28.  Mary Davis, moderator: marydavis8@yahoo.com.

Budget and Finance Committee:  Various changes were made to the financial policies and administrative policies.  Chair Peg Biekert also presented projections for the coming years and asked the presbytery to begin to address these issues.  Peg Biekert, moderator: bozrose@aol.com.
Camping and Youth:  2008 is the 75th anniversary of camping at Westminster Spires.  Promotional pieces are coming out for campers and staff.  suzbratsky@imt.net.

Personnel Committee:  The committee conducted an evaluative review of George and Kathy Goodrich’s service and recommended that their contract be extended without term.  The presbytery voted to do so.  Kathy and I thank you for the vote of confidence and consider it a privilege to serve God by serving with all of you.  Lois Maris, moderator: lmaris@bresnan.net.
Zane Buxton and Bob Sheldon reported for the Synod on various changes in presbytery staffing and coming dates.  Zane also mentioned that he is one of the five remaining candidates for the position of Stated Clerk for the General Assembly.  His interview with the search committee is scheduled for March 29.  Prayers for Zane and for the search committee.  Bob’s job, Funds Development Director, is likely to be extended into the middle of 2009.  Bob can help you develop your stewardship or capital campaign.  To contact the Synod:  srm@presbynet.org. Or check out its website by clicking the link from ours.
The Higher Ed Committee reported that although Joel Biggers no longer serves the united Campus Ministry in Bozeman, First Bozeman is launching a Presbyterian campus ministry to MSU.  Elder Jerry Crabs will lead this effort under the guidance of the session.  The Presbyterian Ministry to MSU-Billings is celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2008.  This committee has no moderator at present.  For info in the mean time contact Dave Kimball:  Kimballdg@earthlink.net.
The Council:  The Presbytery voted to concur with the overture from Plains and Peaks Presbytery to the GA to postpone consideration of the adoption of the New Form of Government until 2010.  An offering of $580. was collected and turned over to the United Dakota Presbyterian Church in Wolf Point in Memory of CLP Dwight Swanson.  Fran Babcock moderates the Council:  jkbfab@peoplepc.com.
God be with you as you lead the people of God
in these Holy Days 
of Passion and Resurrection!

