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Presbytery Coming Events:

 Junior/Senior High Presbytery Retreat is taking place, October 18-20 at Clydehurst.  Maren Haynes is the speaker.  39 people, 34 kids and 5 volunteer staff are registered.

 Montana Association of Churches (MAC) will hold its annual convocation in Great Falls on Monday-Tuesday, October 22-23.  For information contact the MAC office in Helena, Brady Vardeman, rubriccat@aol.com, or Dan Krebill, the Presbytery’s ecumenical officer, dan@fpcbozeman.org.

 The Butte Cluster of pastors is scheduled to meet on 10/23 at 10:00 AM at the Butte Church.  Watch for confirmation.

 The Camp Long Range Task Force, Brent Long leading, brent.long@presbynet.org,  will meet with a consultant from Presbyterian Church Camp and Conferences, Joel Winchip, on Friday, October 10th at Westminster Spires.  Joel will also be consulting with Rockhaven Camp on Saturday, 10/27.

Committee on Ministry, CoM, will meet at First Presbyterian, Billings, on Friday, 10/26.  Phil Maxwell chairs this committee, pemaxwell@bresnan.net.  9:30 AM Coffee and Fellowship.  10:00 AM Meeting begins.

Presbytery Prayers Prayer Conference Call is scheduled for Tuesday evening, 10/30, at 7:00 PM.  Contact George for information, ghgoodrich@aol.com.

Presbytery Meeting begins Friday, Nov 2, at 1:00 PM at First Presbyterian, Lewistown.  The packets have been mailed to commissioners.  We’ll call it quits about 12:00 Noon on Saturday, Nov 3rd.

Lombard Peace Institute Mediation Training, 11/12-11/16.  George Goodrich will be taking this training on behalf of CoM in Portland OR.

 The Mission Committee will meet on Saturday, 11/17, at 10:00 AM at St Andrew Presbyterian in Billings.  Jody McDevitt,chair, jody@fpcbbozeman.org
Coming Youth Events:  The Senior High Ski Retreat will be held 1/18-20.  The Middle School Ski Retreat will be held February 29 – March 2.

2008 Presbytery Meetings: Pending Council Approval (!)

March 3-4 in________________________

May 12-13 at St. Andrew in Billings, their 40th Anniversary.  Session has voted to invite.

Nov. 7-8 at CPC West Yellowstone.  Session has voted to invite.

Comings and Goings

 Cathy McLean will be re-commissioned on Sunday 10/28 in the morning worship service in Dillon, 10:00 AM.  Your prayers and thoughts would be appreciated.

 Ryan Mandeville will be ordained at First Presbyterian, Bozeman on Sunday, 10/28 at 5 PM. Ryan is being ordained by the Presbytery of Yellowstone for the Presbytery of Alaska where he will be installed at the Skagway church.   Everyone welcome. There will be a potluck to follow.
 Ray Hickman has resigned as Interim Pastor of First Presbyterian, Billings as of 10/14. This has been a difficult time for that congregation and for Ray.  Your prayers are asked for First, Billings, for Ray, and the Administrative Commission, which is seeking to assist the congregation in re-establishing peace and mission and a healthy congregational life.

 Steven and Laura Lympus are expecting to adopt a baby boy to be born around November 15th.  Not a sure thing until the papers are signed, so they ask for our prayers.

 Congratulations to Doug and Katie Basler in Cooke City who are expecting their first child late winter!

 Leon Rathbun, is recovering from double-knee replacement at home now.  

Freeman McCall is recuperating from hip replacement surgery, but very much on the move!

Updates from Mission Committee

Bruce and Lora Whearty have accepted a call to teach in Ethiopia beginning in August 2008.  They are asking for support of the churches of their home presbytery by asking you to consider including them as one of your church’s PC(USA) missionaries.  They hope to visit churches in Montana as they return to the US and visit family in Billings.  If your congregation would like to make a contribution and/or pledge of future support, they would be very grateful.  Initial funding and future pledges need to be secured before April 15, 2008 in order for them to move forward with this plan.  Donations can be made through the presbytery office, with MI-910082—Whearty written on the memo line or in accompanying cover letter.  Questions can be directed to bwhearty@ctr.pcusa.org or call (toll-free) at 888-728-7228, x5826.  Your prayers also provide support.

Paul Neshangwe, a minister in the Presbyterian Church of Zimbabwe, visited our Presbytery 4 years ago.  Recent correspondence indicates that Paul was invited by our State Department to join a World Leader’s speaking tour.  He was in the US during September.  Paul will preach at Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Denver on World Communion Sunday, October 7th, then undergo surgery in Denver before his return to Zimbabwe.  Julia Henderson, who works with the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership in Denver and has also spoken at one of our Presbytery meetings, will be traveling to Zimbabwe with Paul upon his return on October 9th.  Please keep both Paul and Julia in your prayers.

The Presbytery of South Louisiana sends an urgent call to all churches considering mission trip opportunities.  Project Homecoming needs volunteers with all levels of building skills to continue with their current successes in rebuilding homes of Katrina-displaced families that are anxious to return and do not have the resources to rebuild.  Housing is available for all group sizes.  To answer your questions, or to inquire about housing, email Susan@pslrecovery.org or call Susan Wade at 504-942-0444.

PCUSA Information:

A proposal to rewrite the Book of Order is again before us. Presbyteries voted this year to accept major changes to Chapter 14 of the Book of Order (the chapter on Ordination). The next General Assembly will be asked to send to the presbyteries for their vote a complete rewrite of the polity section of the Book of Order, all of chapters 1-18 of the Form of Government (nFOG)

The proposed draft of the nFOG was released last month and is on line.  The release includes nearly 400 pages of draft document and supplementary material. The document that compares the current Form of Government with the proposed version is 170 pages long. 

Time to respond is short.

The FOG task force produced two study guides, one for sessions and one for presbyteries. The study guides cover only the Foundations section and three of the six chapters on government. Governing bodies have from Sept. 19 until mid-November to send comments to the task force. They have until Feb. 22 to respond by overture to the General Assembly. The task force is reserving the right to make changes to the document up to Feb. 22. Concerns and objections have come from a variety of quarters regarding both the VERY short reading, evaluation and response time on such a weighty and substantive change, and that Task Force could make changes up until the final day for overtures.

 GAC considers an extension of time frame.

Recently, the General Assembly Council (GAC) heard presentations from members of the FOG task force. Realizing that the time frame may be cramping the work of the Task Force, the Council took an action asking the FOG task force to recommend delaying decision about the nFOG until the 2010 G.A. But I’ve not heard if the Task Force will pursue this recommendation.

 Is anyone interested in forming an informal group for the reading and the studying of these recommended changes?  Ted Williams and I (George) are looking to form such a group to meet a time or two between now and Feb 22.  If interested, please contact Ted, tsquarew@aol.com or me, ghgoodrich@aol.com.

Prayers and Dreams…

The Roy Congregation wants to put in a basement and water and sewer…

Congregations engaged in the search process – Springhill, Dillon.  Jordan is considering how to proceed.

Book Recommendations:

 Paul Krebill, retired member of Yellowstone Presbytery, has written Words for Thinking and Thoughts for Meditation, published by Xlibris. It is 366 daily devotional readings for personal or group use. Christ centered and Bible based, these reading provide spiritual growth and relevant applications to contemporary day to day life. Signed copies are available from Paul at  pkrebill@mcn.net for $18 or from Xlibris   www.Xlibris.com/bookstore (Search -author-Krebill)

I commend again the book, Unbinding the Gospel, Real Life Evangelism, by Martha Grace Reese….  A book recommended by both Cliff Kirkpatrick, our GA Stated Clerk and Dick Peace, Professor of Evangelism and Spiritual Formation at Fuller Seminary, and published by Chalice Press…  At the May Presbytery meeting in Dillon this year.

Chuck Denison referred to this book and a copy was distributed to each congregation, a gift from the presbytery, as a valuable resource in your ministry and mission   

Reese points out that after years of neglecting evangelism in the training of pastors, [and elders ] “now we have generations of pastors who have little or no training in evangelism,” (p.9).  Some of the points she makes:

“Our most important discovery is that a vivid relationship with God lies at the heart of real evangelism,” (p. 4).

“Key leaders in churches of every theological stripe are doing great evangelism.  These leaders hold their churches to a laser-like focus on: a) church members’ growing relationship with Christ, and b) sharing their faith with others,” (p. 5).

“Faith sharing changes the lives of the Christians who do it,” (p. 6).

“Each individual must enter the great adventure by thinking, learning more, praying, and asking God a humble question, ‘Which small things can I do today to help more people know you?’” (p. 8).

Reese’s book will re-orient and energize your thinking about evangelism as a loving, gracious way to introduce people to a vital relationship with God and to grow God’s church/ live Christ’s mission for the church.

 Also: 2 related Companion books

Unbinding Your Heart: 40 Days of Prayer & Faith Sharing (All-Congregation Study in the Real Life Evangelism Series) (Paperback) Chalice Press, 2008.

by Martha Grace Reese (Author), George G. Hunter III (Foreword)

Unbinding Your Church: Pastor's Guide (Real Life Evangelism Series) (Paperback)

by Martha Grace Reese (Author), George G. Hunter III (Foreword), Dawn Darwin Weaks (Collaborator), Catherine Riddle Caffey (Collaborator).  This to be release in January of 2008.

 Respectfully submitted,

D. Cent  Lee  And  N. Order

