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Advent, 2014 
Dear Friends of Yellowstone Presbytery, 
Charles Dickens began his novel, The Tale of Two Cities, with the words: “It was the best of times; 
it was the worst of times…” Conflicts and violence erupt, and across all lines the culture is 
changing, systems are changing, international relationships are changing, and the Church is 
changing. The winds of change can be unsettling, but they are also the winds of opportunity. Times 
of darkness and Advent are also when we hope, watch and pray for Christ, the Light of the world, 
to break in.  “And the Light (of Christ) shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never 
overcome it,” John 1:5. 
For ten years it has been our holy privilege, as Co-General Presbyters, to supportively help the 
pastors and congregations of Yellowstone Presbytery to hold forth the light of Christ, grow 
disciples, join Christ in his mission. We are deeply grateful to the many of you who have so 
faithfully partnered with us, supported us prayerfully and financially for these ten years. We 
would not be here, nor are we able to continue, without your support. Our sincere and 
humble thanks! 
This year we helped the presbytery streamline its structure to more closely live into its vision.  Four 
Clusters of pastors now gather regionally for mutual discipleship and support – and the 
White Sulphur Cluster (central) became the first to live into the vision of clusters of churches, 
pastors and members doing ministry and mission together. On August 23rd, this cluster offered a 
Prayer Retreat Day to the presbytery. It was hugely successful with 40 participants from nine 
churches gathering in Lewistown. “Most of us can easily pray during the good times, but how do we 
pray during the tough times?... At the wall, we must pray honestly, as Jesus did ― “Not my will, 
but your will be done.” We can pray to release our dreams to God’s dreams, becoming what 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer called “a [person] for others.” Mike Ferguson, free lance reporter for the 
PC(USA)’s news agencies and elder from the St. Andrew church, described the retreat in an e-
article picked up nationally: http://www.pcusa.org/news/2014/8/27/making-souls-god-wants-dwell/  . 
Don’t miss the photo of Jed! 
In the year ahead one of our major foci is to help all four clusters discern and develop equipping 
ministries and sending mission with the churches in their region and beyond. Of our work with 
presbytery clusters, Revs. Leon and Neva Rathbun write: “One of the situations we ran into in 
Eastern MT was the consistent lack of the presence of the Presbytery. We have appreciated 
George’s willingness the last few years to come to our area and support our clergy cluster. We 
have enjoyed the Dwelling in the Word bible studies he has brought to us and the resulting 
relationship building.” 
In 2014 George, with Dr. Curt Kochner and a great team, also focused on the camping ministry 
and youth ministry at Westminster Spires presbytery camp on a creek at the foot of the Beartooth 
Mountains, south of Red Lodge, Montana. In the last four years the summer camp and weekend 
retreat ministry has loving shared the Gospel with and discipled over 180 different Montana kids. 
As these young people attend college, we are making an effort, with increasing success, to 
connect them into local churches and campus ministries, including the Presbycats here at Montana 
State University. 
 

http://www.pcusa.org/news/2014/8/27/making-souls-god-wants-dwell/


We are working to establish a partnership with Whitworth University to place college 
students as summer, rural ministry interns in up to seven congregations across the 
presbytery. Monies have been secured from Whitworth and some from presbytery mission funds. 
We are waiting on news of a DREAM grant from the larger church and will need to raise the 
remainder. This could be very exciting as energetic students are placed with the wise mentors in 
our rural congregations for the sharing of ministry – from helping run Vacation Bible Schools, youth 
and intergenerational discipleship, contextualized community outreach and service through the 
local congregations. Please pray for this emerging ministry. 
A large segment of our time has been spent working with the Pastoral Ministry Team, formerly the 
Committee on Ministry, pasturing pastors, helping, equipping pastors and churches navigate the 
challenges and opportunities of ministry. We rejoice as growth in both spiritual depth and numbers, 
including younger generations and families is happening in quite a few congregations! A favorite 
story: The Churches of Anaconda and the Big Hole had been searching for a pastor for nearly two 
years without success. In the summer we asked the presbytery to participate in a day of prayer and 
fasting for these churches. And in November the Rev. J. P. Carlson, dynamic, visionary, gifted 
pastor began his ministry with these faithful congregations! 
George worked with the team planning our annual Convocation for equipping and training with 
Joan Gray, Sailboat Church. The symbol for the Church has been a sailing ship never an oar-
powered vessel characterized by human power, agendas, control and scarcity. “Sailboat churches 
know that when God becomes the chief power source in their lives and ministries, the unthinkable 
moves into the realm of the possible…a God-powered, God-led, God-resourced adventure.” 
Of the on-going work of the Holy Spirit and unity in the presbytery Elder Linda Smith of FPC-
Anaconda writes: “In Yellowstone Presbytery we may be differing in our theological beliefs, but we 
are one, united in the our mission of God and going about doing God's work together. This, in part, 
I believe is because of the institution of Dwelling in the Word for all meetings of the Presbytery and 
their team meetings which was established by George and Kathy Goodrich. It brings us together to 
study God's Word and will for our Presbytery. This has however been a difficult year for the 
Presbytery with several churches considering leaving PCUSA.  George and Kathy have worked 
with other members of the Presbytery through difficult discussions and have done this with a lot of 
love to seek reconciliation for these churches. They have worked with us in finding ministers for our 
vacant churches and we have new ministers in the pulpits of Presbytery. So our work goes on and 
we will continue to work together in doing God's will.” 
Going Halftime: As you may know, for the last 10 years we have split one job and earned one 
salary. The generosity of so many of you has made this possible has funded about half of our 
fulltime package. The two other income streams from presbytery and the denomination provide the 
rest. That denominational stream has withered to a trickle of its former strength with changes in 
giving patterns and distribution, making it necessary for our position to go halftime as of October 1, 
2014.  
The Bad News: We still need just as much financial support to remain here halftime in this 
ministry.  The Good News: We are nearly there for 2014. We received over $33,000 on our way to 
$40,000. And so, once again, we prayerfully ask your help. As always we ask you to fully support 
the ministry of your local congregation first. Then, if you have additional funds you would like to 
invest in God’s work through us in Yellowstone Presbytery, we would gratefully receive your tax-
deductable donation made to: Yellowstone Presbytery / Administrative Fund, PO Box 1254, 
Bozeman, MT  59771.  
Many, Many Thanks – and God’s blessings for a worshipful Advent and a Holy Christmas as 
God’s Light in Christ continues to shine in the darkness! 
 
George and Kathy Goodrich 
Co-General Presbyters, Presbytery of Yellowstone 
 
 



 

 
In 2013 we welcomed Staci Stephens into our family as she and Chip were married! 
 

 
March, 2014 Commissioning Mission Trip with Presbycats at FPC Bozeman 
 

  
George played guitar and spoke on the Presbytery's Winter Youth Retreat 


