
To: Pastors and Sessions of Yellowstone Presbytery 

From: George and Kathy Goodrich, Co-General Presbyters 

Re: The Actions of the 221st General Assembly on the Issue of Marriage and A Suggested 
Response 

Last month, in Detroit, the 221st General Assembly made some controversial decisions regarding 
marriage.  What it did: 

A. The Assembly approved an Authoritative Interpretation which allows clergy in states which 
provide for gay marriage to marry a couple other than a man and a woman, if their 
conscience and theology lead them to do so.  However, clergy, who in their study of 
scripture have decided that they will only marry a man and a woman, are not forced to do 
otherwise, nor are sessions compelled to allow their churches to be used for ceremonies of 
which the session does not approve. This authoritative interpretation is now in effect.  (See 
attached FAQ, rev. July 2014)

B. The Assembly also approved a revision to the Book of Order to be voted on by all 171 
presbyteries. If adopted by a simple majority of them in the next year, it would redefine 
marriage to be between two people, traditionally a man and a woman  (W-4.9001). 

These decisions are a cause for rejoicing for some and deeply troubling to others, and, as such, 
may prove divisive. So we would like to offer our thoughts on the topic as a way that we in 
Yellowstone Presbytery (and our congregations) may go forward together.
The ordination vows of Ruling Elders, Teaching Elders and Deacons offer a basis for the discussion.  
Each of us has been asked and has affirmed:

A. Do you promise to further the peace, unity and purity of the church?  
B. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the 

unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal and God s Word to 
you?

C.  will you be instructed and led by the Confessions as you lead the people of God?  

In accordance with our vows then, we look to the Bible to guide our thinking on this issue, and we 
do not find in the Scriptures any positive reference to marriage as being other than between a 
man and a woman (Gen. 1, 2; Mark 10:7, 8). Nor do we find such a reference in our historic 
confessions (The Second Helvetic Confession (5.246), the Westminster Confession (6.131), and the 
Confession of 1967 (9.47)).  Therefore, we are not at liberty of conscience to marry a couple other 
than a man and a woman.

But there are those Christians and scholars who do understand the Bible in a way that they believe 
provides for them to marry two people of the same sex / gender. For this reason, while we are 
unable to perform such a marriage, we will respect pastors who perform such marriages and the 



marriages they perform.  If invited by a friend to attend a same-sex wedding, we will do so.  And 
we choose to remain in fellowship with these pastors and those they marry as they confess faith in 
Christ. The PC(U SA) and the Yellowstone Presbytery are our home. 

W hat is our reasoning?
A. Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing.  The Main Thing? Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

commands us: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind  (Matthew 22:37).  He further commands us: Love your neighbors 
as yourself (Matthew 22:39).  And we, as His commissioned church, are to Go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, even to the very end of the age  (Matthew 28:18-20). 
Other issues, while important are, for us, a distraction from the Main Thing. 

B. N othing has been changed in our Book of Confessions. 

C. As Christians, we do not expect a perfect or totally uniform church.  In scripture and 
the history of the church there have been a wide range of wise, questionable and 
flawed decisions, actions and leaders. There have been disagreements between God s 
people over many issues/practices. We do not expect everyone to agree with us, even 
when we think we are right. 

D. In the 21st century, denominations and networks now allow a wide range of 
adaptations and differences, based on culture, context and interpretation on some 
matters.  Individual congregations and pastors are offered the freedom of conscience 
to identify with others of like mind, and decide for themselves how they stand on some
issues.  If it is in disagreement with this decision of the PCU SA, a pastor, a congregation
is free to say so and act according to their understanding of the Word of God (see 
FAQ.).

Christ s call to unity and love. Christ wanted unity among his present and future disciples and said 
that how we relate to one another is a witness to the world (John 13, 17). Christ calls us 
commands us - to love the rest of the Body of Christ, even, and especially, those with whom I 
disagree. And we cannot obey Christ s command to love if we leave the PC(U SA), or even if we, in 
frustration, drop out of the life of the presbytery, or if we leave our local congregation.  W e are 
called to stay engaged at what  we understand to be the cross-point of truth and love  holding 
God s truth, and loving with Christ s love  as I believe Jesus would do if he were in my body.  We 
believe this is what St. Paul calls the more excellent way  of love (I Corinthians 12:31  13:13). 

Last August I (George) saw on Facebook that my cousin s daughter, Mary (not her real name), had 
married her same-sex partner, Ally (not her real name). I had not been invited, but felt prompted 
in my heart to reach out.  Attempting to break the stereotype of clergy being judgmental, I sent a 
card and a gift to the marrying couple.  I did not hear back. We had not further communication.



Then my uncle died. The family came together. Mary was there, and I intentionally sought her out. 
I talked with her, asked her about Ally and life.  Mary responded warmly to me, and I invited her 
and Ally to Montana to see the state and stay with us anytime. 

In these changing, challenging times, the two of us are  learning that in Christ it is very possible 
to disagree profoundly with someone and to love them deeply. In fact, we think this is one of the 
great adventures for the church in our time. To love and respect those with whom we flagrantly 
differ is one of our most powerful and effective ways of witnessing to the unconditional love of 
Christ  witnessing both to those who may know him and those who do not.  Did not Jesus say, 
You have heard it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.   But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you...?  Matthew 5:43-44).  N ow is our chance to 
do this and now is our time  to follow Jesus more deeply in faith and life than we have ever 
gone before.

Yellowstone Presbytery has worked  because, as a community of disciples, we have sought to 
practice our Vision statement, guided and sustained by Scripture, the H oly Spirit, and prayer --  a 
com m unity rooted in the love of Jesus Christ .  The presbytery has worked because we have kept
the Main Thing the Main Thing.  We will continue to work and live out the life and mission of 

Christ only as we do so.  

W ill you join us for the journey ahead?   

It will certainly not be easy.  But what an adventure with Christ it will be!

Encl: FAQ


