
The Current – News-mail for Yellowstone Presbytery 

Coming Events – March - April, 2014 

Pastor Cluster Meetings: 

a. Butte Cluster is scheduled to meet on Thursday, March 27 at 10 AM at First Presbyterian Church 
of Butte. No date has been set to meet in April as yet.  Rusty Craig is the contact person: 
rcraig@in-tch.com.  

b. The Billings ‘Blings this week  on Friday, March 7 at 10:00 AM at St Andrew.  Welcome again to 
Susan Barnes, the new pastor at St Andrew! George Goodrich for details –ghgoodrich@aol.com.  

c. The Eastern Cluster Pastors will meet next on Thursday, March 6, at 10:00 at First Presbyter in 
Miles City. George Goodrich for details – ghgoodrich@aol.com.  

Leadership Cabinet Meetings:  The Leadership Cabinet (current structure) will meet at 9:30 AM on 
Friday, March 14  at First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman. Contact Moderator Jody McDevitt, 
jody@fpcbozeman.org  or George Goodrich, ghgoodrich@aol.com  for questions.   

Prayer Ministry Task Force: Meets for a conference call on Tuesday, March 4, at 11:00 AM. Watch for 
details to join the call on e-mail.  Anyone interested in joining this call is welcome to do so.  Please 
contact George Goodrich, ghgoodrich@aol.com to note your interest. 

The Convocation Planning Team meets by phone on Wednesday, March 12 at 10:00 AM.  Your reps are 
Susi Ennis, TE from Poplar;  Gill Erlandson, Chuck Poremba, RE’s from FPC, Bozeman; and George 
Goodrich. Glacier Presbytery has also fielded a team, which will join us on the call. 

Pastoral Ministry Team (formerly CoM) will meet on Thursday, March 13, at FPC, Billings.  David 
Thompson is the new moderator, pastordave@fpcbillings.org.  

Camping and Youth Ministry Team:  Watch for details for our first meeting. 

Presbytery Meetings of Yellowstone Presbytery in 2014: 

a. February 21-22, Friday to Saturday, 1:00 PM to Noon at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Billings.  So…..  What Happened at presbytery?  Here you go… 

a. The presbytery voted unanimously to approve the new by-laws which will 
restructure the presbytery to better further the vision, focus on the mission of the 
churches, launch task forces and save money. Questions?  Ron Hanson, Stated Clerk, 
hanson_ron@bresnan.net.  

b. We voted the slate of leaders into the new structure. Nominations by the new 
Representative/Nominating Ministry Team. Thanks to all of you who so willingly 
stepped up to serve! 

c. We approved the presented 2014 Administrative and Program Budgets.  Questions?  
Dan Holland - djhollandcpa@mindspring.com.  
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i. George Goodrich also presented an extensive report on the10-year history 
of income streams and expenses for Yellowstone Presbytery. 

ii. He highlighted the gradual decreases in per capita income and gradual and 
severe decrease in partnership funds from the Synod and GA. 

iii. George explained that the approved budget would have to be significantly 
altered, probably by staff adjustments, to more closely live within our 
means. 

d. Jack Bell of FPC, Billings was examined and approved to become a CRE under the 
guidance of the session for retirement home ministry in Billings. 

e. The new Prayer Ministry Task Force resourced the presbytery. 
f. Commissioners to GA in June: RE Jim Tarr from St. Andrew and TE Lanny Rounds 

from Butte were elected GA Commissioners; Martha Krebill was elected to be the 
Youth Advisory Delegate. 

b. June 27-28 at the First Presbyterian Church of Butte.  This meeting follows within a week 
the meeting of the PCUSA General Assembly in Detroit. Significant issues will be considered 
at GA, and you can explore the overtures and committee reports being brought before the 
220th GA by going to PCUSA.org and Searching “The 2014 General Assembly Overtures.” 

c. November 7-8, in conjunction with the annual convocation (Nov. 6-7), at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Bozeman.  Convocation Speaker: Elder Joan Gray, former Moderator 
of the PCUSA, noted author on elder training and discipleship themes. 

Summer Camp, 2014   - Westminster Spires Camp of the Yellowstone Presbytery, Red Lodge, MT 

a. Dates: 
i. ReVamp the Camp – June 5-7. 
ii. Staff Orientation – July 9 – 12. 

iii. Elementary Camp – July 6-10. 
iv. Senior High Camp – July 13-18. 
v. Junior High Camp – July 27 – August 1. 

b. For Questions, Brochure and staff application information, please contact Curt 
Kochner - ckochner@mcn.net. 

A New Task Force Emphasis is forming around “Prayer.”  On Saturday, January 11m Five TE’s and Three 
C/RE’s meet in White Sulphur Springs.  We worshipped.  We prayed for the churches and for the 
presbytery.  We listened to discern the themes God seemed to be encouraging about prayer in the 
presbytery, including hosting a prayer conference at some point.  Interested in joining us?  Our next 
meeting is by conference call on Tuesday, March 4, at 10:00 AM.  Questions – ghgoodrich@aol.com.  

A Sexual Misconduct Seminar was conducted by the Synod for its presbyteries on Wednesday, February 
26th.  Jim Tarr, Ron Hanson, and Kathy and George Goodrich attended for the presbytery.  We have 
suggestions for your congregation’s sexual misconduct policy, but mainly, please see the Presbytery’s 
adopted sexual misconduct policy on our website. 

mailto:ckochner@mcn.net
mailto:ghgoodrich@aol.com


Where are George and Kathy in the coming months? 

a. George is scheduled to preach and meet with the following congregations: 
a. Ennis on March 9 
b. FPC, Billings on March 23 
c. Harlowton on April 6 
d. Anaconda on Easter, April 20 
e. Poplar and Wolf Point on May 4 

b. George and Kathy will be leading the Pastors’ Retreat for Pueblo Presbytery on March 17-19 
c. George and Kathy will be attending a regional ecumenical conference in Denver, sponsored by 

the Synod and the regional leadership of the U.C.C. and Disciples of Christ. 
d. Kathy will be attending the Board of Trustees Meeting for Whitworth University, April 9-11 in 

Spokane. 
e. George and Kathy will be on vacation from Sunday afternoon, March 23rd – Friday, April 4th. 

Other info: 

a. The General Assembly meets from Saturday, June 14 – Saturday, June 21 in Detroit. Much 
information available at www.pcusa.org.  

b. The Synod of the Rocky Mountains Annual Meets on August 1-2 in Denver. More Info at 
www.synodrm.org.  

c. The PCUSA’s Evangelism and Discipleship Conference will be held August 11-15 in St. 
Petersburg, FL. This should be good.  Details to come. 

d. The Board of Pensions Regional meeting will be held, May 7-8 in San Diego, CA.  Questions: 
www.pensions.org. Dave Thompson, Jim Tarr, Ron Hanson and George Goodrich are our 
representatives. 

And A Question to Think About:  What is the vision of your session? What are you trying to accomplish 
in the lives of the people who are journeying in the congregation you serve?  

Why might this question be important? It has been said, “If you aim at nothing you will surely hit it.” 
Paul writes that the goal of his ministry is “to present everyone fully mature in Christ” and that for this he 
works with all the energy Christ gives him (Col 1:28-29).  Is this one of the goals your session has for your 
congregation?  Suggestion: Take the Vision Statement for Yellowstone Presbytery, posted on our 
website and let it frame a discussion at your next session meeting.  If you would like a list of probing 
questions to generate discussion, George would love to supply one. 

 

For more Yellowstone Presbytery information, please see the presbytery website at 
www.yellowstonepcusa.org. 

To contact the presbytery office: YellPres@yellowstonepcusa.org; 406-586-7706. 

Comments? Questions? Suggestions?  George Goodrich at ghgoodrich@aol.com 
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