Yellowstone Presbytery
Mission Statement for Ministry in Higher Education

Introduction

Ministry in Higher Education is a partnership among the Synod of the Rocky Mountains, the
Presbytery of the Yellowstone and its congregations, and higher education ministries within
Presbytery’s bounds.

The congregations of the Presbytery of Yellowstone are involved in higher education ministries
through:

e Providing higher education ministry,
o Working cooperatively in ecumenical settings to provide higher education ministries,
s Nurturing its college students and helping them connect to higher education ministries.

The Presbytery is annually requested by the Synod of the Rocky Mountains to review the grant
proposals and validate the ministries from the higher education ministries within our bounds.

The Yellowstone Presbytery is the governing body of the PCUSA that supports and refers
students to the various ministries to higher education within our bounds to which we relate.
Current Presbytery financial support is substantial ($18,496 in 2007), as is the funding, though
scheduled to decrease, from the Synod (315,750 in 2007).

This document shall outline the Presbytery vision for campus ministry and the ways in which we
will support and communicate with the higher education ministries within our bounds. This
document shall serve as a guide to the Presbytery for assessing campus ministries that apply for
Synod grants or receive Presbytery funding.

Part I: Historical Overview

The PCUSA has a long and proud history of ministry in higher education. In 1726, The
Reverend William Tennent Sr. gathered students into a log house in Neshaminy, Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, which began the Presbyterian Church mission to higher education. Ministry in ‘
Higher Education is the oldest continuing mission of the Presbyterian Church beyond the
congregation.

The specific roots of Yellowstone Presbytery in campus ministry (Thanks to Paul Krebill for this
compilation):

1956 Full time Campus Ministry is established at Montana State College in Bozeman, the first
such of any denomination. Funded by the Board of Christian Education of the denomination and
administered through the Westminster Foundation of the Synod of Montana a Local Operating
Committee in Bozeman called Paul Krebill as its first full time campus pastor and with him
directed the program at Montana State College.

1962 UNITED CAMPUS CHRISTIAN MINISTRY is organized at MSU, expanding the
Presbyterian campus ministry in union with the United Churches of Christ, the American Baptist
Churches and the Disciples of Christ Churches in Montana.



1965 The Campus Christian Center was established. A house at 812 So. Eighth was purchased
for offices and program for the Lutheran, United Campus Christian Ministry, and Episcopal
campus ministers Participating denominations: Evangelical Lutheran Church of America,
Episcopal, United Campus Christian Ministry(Presbyterian, UCC, Disciples of Christ, American
Baptist) Initial financial investment was unevenly divided with ELCA contributing a major
portion, UCCM next, and Episcopal the smallest.

1967 A United Campus Ministry was formed in Billings at Eastern Montana College with a
broader ecumenical membership, including the United Methodists. The first campus pastor under
MMHE at Eastern was John Lee, a United Methodist. He was followed by an unbroken
succession of campus pastors with Kim Woeste presently serving in that position.

1967 Paul Krebill was followed b y Jack Jennings. (Presbyterian).

1972 Following a denominational development of United Ministries in Higher Education,
Westminster Foundation of the Synod of the Rockies (Montana and Wyoming) was

expanded to become Montana Ministries in Higher Education, a united effort of the Presbytenan
United Church of Christ, American Baptist, and Disciples of Christ churches in Montana (a
similar body was formed in Wyoming) The program at Montana State University had been the
United Campus Christian Ministry, representing the four denominations listed above since 1962.

1979 Campus Christian Center merges with Wesley House (United Methodist) to form the
Christus Collegium using the relatively new building built by the Methodists. The house on 812
So. Eighth is sold, the equity becomes part of the Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Episcopal
investment in the Collegium.

1981 Jack Jennings followed by Sharna Sutherin (American Baptist)
1984(?)Sharna Sutherin terminates. Last full time campus minister under UMHE.

1986 MMHE terminated its direction of program on Montana campuses but remained as a
holding corporation for its portion of the Christus Collegium in Bozeman. (So far as I know there
are no MMHE members at this time. At this point I am not sure if Glacier Presbytery has any
stake or members in MMHE, It could be that Yellowstone Presbytery’s Committee on Higher
Education could become the agency which is reinstated as MMHE-with or without Glacier
representation.)

198(?) Pteng Macdoh, a Presbyterian exchange student from India is part time campus pastor
under First Presbyterian Church of Bozeman. He serves for a brief period

1991 Dick McNeely (Presbyterian) called to a half time position at MSU under First
Presbyterian Church of Bozeman as a Parish Associate, with funding from Synod, and
Presbytery. In 1992 Dick McNeely became part time pastor of the Spring Hill Church. When his
ministry in spring Hill increased he let go of his campus ministry work.



1998 United Methodist Presbyterian Campus Ministry (UMPCM) was formed with funding
from the Methodist Conference, the Presbyterian Synod and Presbytery, and the two local
churches in Bozeman. Don Derry-Barry (United Methodist) was called to be the full time
campus pastor under UMPCM.. He was followed by Joel Biggers (United Methodist), presently
serving in that post.

(Paul’s Note) Chaplaincy at Rocky Mountain College has been carried out over this period to
varying extents. As an official department of the college it has not been under the same Synod
or Presbytery agencies. Rather it has been as aspect of the overall relationship of RMC to the
Synod.)

Part II: Foundations for Ministry

Our history, mission, and ministry in higher education stand firmly rooted in the Reformed
Tradition. From the very beginning, the Reformed faith has valued the life of the mind for faith,
recognizing the challenges and gifts of learning for the church. Our ministry must be involved
with the entire campus community: faculty, administration, and students, as well as the political
and cultural systems that undergird this work.

Specific to our ministry to students is a call to:

e Honor students as full partners in the church’s mission to develop communities of
discipleship, compassion, hospitality, love and grace;

o Carry out the call of the Christian community to tell the good news of the gospel,

o Help people know the teachings of Christ, the Christian Scriptures, and how to live them
with joy and commitment;

e Provide mission opportunities;

o Strengthen students, those aligned with as well as those alienated from the church,
through Christian fellowship and ties with the whole household of God;

o Speak prophetically with the “Good News” in the intellectual and campus settings.

e Encourage the Holy Spirit’s liberating and transforming power.

Part II: Today’s Ministry

From a log house to a log-on password, the church has kept this mission alive by adapting new
strategies for outreach to successive generations of students. Ministry on today’s campus is as
challenging and diverse as any other ministry context. This challenge needs to be met by the
resources of our congregations and institutions united in mission. There is a connectional
relationship between every congregation of the Presbytery and those campus ministries
supported by Presbytery and Synod. This relationship is made manifest:

e When a person from a congregation attends a college with a Presbyterian affiliated
ministry;
e When professors, administrators, and college staff attend and join our churches; and
o Where congregations are located near a college campus.
Most often when our campus pastors develop relationships with and mentor students.



The challenge of ministry on the campus, along with our historic and connectional relationship to
higher education, calls for ministry partnerships in the name of Jesus Christ. This Christian
ministry, to which we bring the reformed heritage, is both ecumenical and congregational. We
work with ecumenical partners in order to affirm the unity and ministry of the one holy catholic
apostolic church, with the goal of carrying out the call of ministry to students. Congregational
partnership is affirmed as individual congregations develop their own campus ministry and as
they partner with and support ecumenical campus ministries. We affirm that all campus
ministries, in the end, are supported by, rooted in, and accountable to congregations.
Nevertheless, Presbytery plays an important and valuable role in ministry to higher education as
we interface, support and evaluate the campus ministers and leaders.

The task before us involves the very future of the PCUSA as we join together to claim, honor,
and sustain the work initiated through the Holy Spirit. In our partnerships we are called to tell
the Good News of Jesus Christ to all.

Part IV: Method of Assessment
Presbytery has established the Committee for Higher Education, which reports through the
Presbytery Council. ‘

The Committee for Higher Education shall do the following (in addition to Duties outlined in the
Administrative Manual, Section 4: :

1. Assess Higher Education ministries and recommend Council to validate particular
ministry partners which apply for Synod and/or Presbytery grants.

2. Develop methods of communicating with the Presbytery and its congregations, including
requesting time at Presbytery meetings for the reports of ministry partners.

3. Request names of students attending college from member churches and refer them to
appropriate campus ministries and churches. '

4. Assess ministry partners and recommend Council to validate grant proposals using

criteria including, but not limited to, the following:
Does the ministry:

Make Christian disciples of students?
Enhance the spiritual well-being of the students and those in the campus community?
Encourage student involvement in the life of the local congregation?
Join with ecumenical partners, other denominations and individual congregations to
advance the Gospel with students?
Foster a safe environment for responsible exploration of and growth in the faith?
Provide opportunities for putting faith into action through mission and service?
Challenge the institution of higher education through its prophetic voice and presence?
Provide appropriate value for the dollars spent?

- Uphold a theology compatible with the Ecumenical Creeds of the Church (N icene Creed
and Apostles’ Creed).
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This committee shall consist of 9 members elected by the Presbytery and divided into three
classes. Care should be given to ensure balanced representation between clergy and laity, male
and female, and the geographic areas of the Presbytery. This committee shall interface closely
and seek representation on the Boards directly responsible for any Presbyterian affiliated campus
ministry within Yellowstone Presbytery bounds.

By 2008 the committee. will begin to reconstitute in the following way. Of the 9 members there
shall be at least one member from each of the Billings and Bozeman churches. The other six
members should be elected for their interest in Campus ministry from the general geographical
distribution of the Presbytery. Campus Pastors shall be ex officio to the committee.

Resources:

“A Church Wide Mission Strategy for Ministry in Higher Education, Report of the Overture 98-
63 Response Committee”, 2001 General Assembly (pcusa.org/collegiate/renewing.htm).
“Standards for Cainpus Ministers: PMHE”, PCUSA

“Code of Ethics, PMHE”, PCUSA

“Plan of Ministry — 1991-1996”, Colorado Commission/United Ministries in Higher Education

“Mission Statements for Ministry in Higher Education”, (Document A), Presbytery of Plains and
Peaks”

“The Administrative Manual of Yellowstone Presbytery, including Mission Statement adopted
September 18, 20017







